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Design Project

Tutors:  Andrew Agapiou and Fiona Bradley

The focus of the Design Project will be the interrelationship between
Architecture and Structural Engineering. Students will be expected to
develop an architectural idea from concept through to detailed design
and be able to situate their project within the contemporary discourse on
architecture.

Semester 2

Project: Water Taxi Station

Introduction

Glasgow plans to move its Transport Museum from Kelvin Hall to Yorkhill
Quay, where the Kelvin meets the Clyde. This will hopefully regenerate this
part of the Clyde side and create opportunities for local residents as well
as provide an exciting new tourist attraction. A good transport link will be
an essential part of the project. 

This design project will concentrate on the new transport provision and
will involve the design of a Water Taxi Station to transport people across
the Clyde to and from the new museum and its environs. The design will
involve the provision of plans, sections, elevations and details sufficient to
demonstrate the student’s understanding of structure and how a small
building is constructed as well as issues of context, function and materiality.

The site is steeped in Glasgow lore and offers an abundance of narratives
from which the building can emerge, taking stories told on the river as its
point of departure.

Project Introduction and Site Analysis
Weeks 1 - 2

Formulation of an initial brief, study of architectural precedents, site analysis
including the history of the site (political and economical), views and
approaches, scheme design options, ground conditions and relationship
to the river. Research Information from recent 4th Year project will be
provided. 

Scheme Design
Weeks 3 - 5

Scheme development to document a full understanding of spatial
organisation and use, relationship to site and environs, construction,
integration of services, landscaping, the visual impact of the building (on
site and context), the architectural language used and materiality. (Scale:
plans and elevations 1:100, sections 1:50)
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Students will be able to:
● Develop and communicate the quality of architectural strategies and

propositions. 
● Develop and communicate a comprehensive proposal for the building
● Develop and communicate their structural strategy and choice of

materials

Scheme Design Review
Week 6

An interim review of the project will be carried out prior to the
commencement of detailed design. Venue and appropriate timetable
slot to be agreed.

Detailed Design
Week 7 - 11

Documentation of the physical properties of the scheme, construction
details, materials, finishes, colors and textures and details that define the
character of the building. Student to produce sufficient construction details
and sections to define the building construction. i.e. foundation design,
wall and column details, floor construction, beam details, roof details,
external wall section, stair detail where applicable. (scale 1:20/1:5)

Students will be able to:

● Develop and communicate the quality of the relationship of the
constituent parts of the architectural design.

● Develop and communicate the materiality and construction of the
building
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Students will:
● Document investigations of the relationship among structure,

construction and environment related to the overall architectural
strategy.

● Document investigations of the relationship between light, color and
materials related to the overall architectural development.

Tutorials

A series of tutorials will be run throughout the semester to cover the
elements of detailed design to be covered in the final submission.

Week 1: Introduction and Site Context

Week 2: Structural frame strategies – concrete, steel, load-bearing
masonry or timber. Taxi pier strategies.

Week 3: Types of floor construction

Week 4: Types of roof construction

Week 5:  Topographical relationship and foundation solutions

Week 6:  Review

Week 7: Façade and materiality

Week 8 – 11: Miscellaneous Details

Submission Date: Monday 7th April 2003 – 4pm.
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