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In 1999 the Henry van de Velde – Higher Institute of
Architectural Sciences launched a new approach to
architectural education, the so-called "the third way"
which can be briefly summarised as a teaching method
aiming at a strong and coherent integration of
theoretical courses in the studio-practice (3 x 4h /week)
of architectural design.

To guarantee a contribution of theoretical education in
the design studios, professors of these courses,
themselves, are added to the staff of the design-studios.
Their collaboration, the so-called "capita selecta" is
thematically related to town planning, construction,
sustainability and  typology.

Special lectures concerning structures, the building
envelope, technical equipment, materials etc…) initiate
once a week the design sessions. These lectures, related
to specific assignements of the students, are given by
the theory-professors. 

This dual approach - i.e. material and immaterial -
confronts students permanently with the triangle
CONSTRUCTION - FORM - FUNCTION in which architecture
should be elaborated, based on a vision on culture and
society.

The teaching method is facing two problems:

1. the enormous supply of information concerning
materials and construction

2. students’ fear to go about this duality

Therefore we promote the following teaching method
in facing:

a. Theoretical courses

Integration can ony be successful when it starts from a
strong theoretical teaching of principles of construction
combined with a permanent transmission of knowledge
dealing with materials. Traditionally these courses were
made up linear i.e. on the one hand starting from simple
housing and ending with complexes as airports and on
the other hand starting from foundations and ending
with roofing. 

It’ s our vast conviction that the approach nowadays
had to be concentric i.e. from the beginning the

theoretical course in construction has to deal with both
small and great buildings but with consideration of
problems of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade corresponding to
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Bachelor. 

Example: a veneer wall can be explained and educated
to

1st-Bach-students in its continuity (tectonics, physics,
durability, overview of materials)

2nd-Bach-students in its edgings (surfacing, heading,
footing)

3rd-Bach-students in its connectivity to other parts such
as structural elements, roofs, canopies, etc.

The motive and main advantage is the need for
permanent training as it will be impossible to study for
the examination of the 3rd Bach without rehearsing the
principles of the material of the previous Bachelors.

Exercises in which specified problems of construction
are solved out of a context of a given building or site,
should be connected to this courses and are given by
the same teacher. The further mission of this teacher
has to be integrated in the studio-practice.

A documentation-centre where books, samples and
internet are permanently available, is linked to this
courses and studios. The theoretical professor makes
up a special syllabus with the most important data of
materials, which can be used during exercise- and
studio-sessions.

b. Studio-practice

Theory-professors of Construction add the staff of the
design-studios to make clear to the students how to go
about the knowledge of the theoretical courses so
aiming at the building-up of a self-confidence of the
students.

It is important that theory-professors participate actively
by considering different possibilities of problem-solving,
even by drawing, even by consulting data-bases
together with students.

A good bedside manner yields more than a permanent
attitude of examining.
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