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Introduction: The aims of the Urban Design Courses record
The EAAE, through the ENHSA Socrates Thematic Network, in its efforts to promote and enhance the academic physiognomy of European schools of architecture, is inviting them all to contribute to the creation of a concise record of the teaching strategies and pedagogic methods of their Urban Design Theory and/or Practice courses.
This record will be incorporated in a volume which will constitute a valuable corpus into which all educators can delve in order to get to know the state-of-the-art of the education of this subject area around Europe. The invitation is open to all those who feel that with their contribution will allow the reader the comprehension of the pedagogy of the Urban Design courses (studios or theory courses), the educational objectives and the techniques and methods which ensure the fulfillment of these objectives. Two contributors, maximum, from each school are invited to describe two key courses maximum, which better explain the overall philosophy of their teaching of Urban Design, or are considered innovative and/or experimental. Gathering information about the different paradigms around Europe will facilitate the exchange of ideas and research in architectural education, useful to all eager educators. It is expected that this record will enhance the dialogue among them and will enrich their experience on the teaching of Urban Design.
Guidelines for the Contribution
In the publication (EAAE Transactions on Architectural Education Volume ‘Monitoring Urban Design Education in European Schools of Architecture’) teachers of Urban Design are invited to submit a text in which they would describe the course (theory and/or studio) of Urban Design they teach. In order to achieve a basic comparability and homogeneity, the descriptions should be structured around a number of key issues which will form the common ground of the presentations. There are four key issues with which contributors are asked to deal. 
The first one comprises the philosophy of the course with emphasis on the perception of Urban Design of the Urban and Public Space and of the City in general, the educational objectives, the expected knowledge to be acquired and the skills and competences to be developed, the priorities and values on which the teaching of Urban Design focuses. These issues could be better mirrored in the following questions:

What do I teach in the Urban Design course which I run? Why do I teach what I teach in the Urban Design course I am describing?  
The second issue should include a description of the chosen course of Urban Design, the adopted pedagogy and educational method. It would be useful to discuss the pedagogic techniques and strategies for the development of the course (stages and phases, vehicles, activities, lectures, debates, presentations, visits, bibliography, precedent study etc.) the issues with which every stage of the course deals and the reason behind this choice, the general organization and structure of the Course. All points mentioned aim to allow for an explicit and effective description of the philosophy and the educational objectives of the Course. These issues could be better mirrored in the following questions:
How do I teach in the Urban Design course for which I am responsible? Why do I choose to teach in this way the Urban Design course I am describing?  
The third issue concerns the Urban Design exercise(s) the students work on. It would be useful to describe the general and special characteristics of the design theme(s) and the exercise(s) of the Course, the criteria upon which this design theme is chosen, the way it is introduced to the students, the questions the exercise poses, the method whereby the teacher monitors the development of the exercise, the focal points of the exercise, the submission requirements, the evaluation of the exercise. The above descriptions will have to be supported by references to the way and the extent to which the choice of the exercise(s) guarantees the fulfillment of the educational objectives of the course and allows for the best grasp of its overall philosophy by the students. These issues could be better mirrored in the following questions:
What exercise(s) and/or design themes I run? Why do I suggest these exercises for Urban Design to be taught?
The fourth section is suggested to cover questions related to the difficulties encountered by the teacher in running the course. More specifically it is suggested that the teacher will offer an overview and a critical appreciation of the course with regard to its effectiveness and contribution to the overall school curriculum, with suggestions for the improvement of its quality. These issues could be better mirrored in the following questions:
How satisfied am I with the course of Urban Design I teach? How could I improve my course? 
Deadlines

The text for each course (two courses to be described maximum) should not exceed 8-10 A4 sides (4000-5000 words). The text may include illustrations of student output which can better describe what has been explained in the text. The texts should be in Word and the images should have captions and explanations as to where the author wishes them to be placed in the text. 
The texts have to be submitted in digital form strictly by Friday, November 11, 2005 the latest. Dates have to be respected as the editorial work has to be completed by the beginning of January, 2006. 

Expression of interest can be declared by filling the attached form which we kindly ask you to deliver as soon as possible by e-mail to spirido@arch.auth.gr and not later than Friday, October 7, 2005 the latest. Prompt responses will facilitate effective organization of the publication. 

For any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above e-mail address.
On behalf of the EAAE Council
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As. Prof. Constantin Spiridonidis

ENHSA Coordinator
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